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3127-S. E AM5 EKHE S5548. 1

ESHB 3127 - S COW AMD
By Commttee on Early Learning, K-12 & Hi gher Education

ADOPTED 03/ 02/ 2006

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that expanding
activity in educational research, educational restructuring, and
educational inprovenent initiatives has produced and continues to
produce much val uabl e information. The legislature finds that such
information should be shared with the <citizens and educational
comunity of the state as widely as possible. The legislature further
finds that students and schools benefit from increased parental,
guardi an, and community know edge of and input regarding the delivery
of public education. The legislature further finds that increased
knowl edge of and input regarding the public education system is
particularly needed in |lowincone and ethnic mnority comrunities.

The legislature finds that the center for the inprovenent of
student |earning, created by the legislature in 1993 under the auspices
of the superintendent of public instruction, has not been allocated
fundi ng since the 2001- 2003 biennium and in effect no | onger exists.
It is the intent of the legislature to reactivate the center for the
i nprovenent of student |earning, and to create an educational onbudsnman
to serve as a resource for parents and students and as an advocate for
students in the public education system

Sec. 2. RCW 28A. 300. 130 and 1999 c 388 s 401 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) (( ; - : I  onal b I  onal

I  onal . e o : el ble ) To

facilitate access to information and materials on educationa
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i nprovenent and research, the superintendent of public instruction, to
the extent funds are appropriated, shall establish the center for the

i mprovenment of student |earning. ((Fhre—prrary—purpese—of—the—center

RCW 28A. 630.885.)) The center shall work in conjunction with ((the

academ-e——ach-evenent——and——accountab-H-by——comm-sston) ) parents,

educational service districts, institutions of higher education, and
education, parent, community, and business organi zations.

(2) The center, in conjunction with other staff in the office of
t he superintendent of public instruction, shall:

(a) ((sServe—as—a—cleartnghouse—for—the—completed—work—and
actvi-H-es—olthe—academec—achievenent—and—accow-abi-H-y—comm-sston—

B)y)) Serve as a clearinghouse for information regardi ng successfu
educational inprovenent and parental involvenent prograns in schools
and districts, and information about efforts within institutions of
hi gher education in the state to support educational i nprovenent
initiatives in Washi ngton schools and districts;

((€e))) (b) Provide best practices research ((and—-adviee)) that can
be used to hel p schools devel op and i nplenent: Prograns and practices

to inprove instruction ((ef—the—essential—academe—learning
reguirerents—under—seetion—701—of this—aet)); systens to analyze

student assessnent data, with an enphasis on systens that will conbine
the use of state and local data to nonitor the academ c progress of
each and every student in the school district; conprehensive, school -
w de inprovenent plans; school-based shared decision-nmaking nodels;
prograns to pronote lifelong learning and comunity involvenent in
education; school-to- work transition prograns; prograns to neet the
needs of highly capable students; prograns and practices to neet the
di verse needs of students based on gender, racial, ethnic, economc

and special needs status; research, information, and technol ogy
systens; and other prograns and practices that wll assist educators in
hel pi ng students |l earn the essential academ c |earning requirenents;
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) (c) Develop and maintain an internet web site to increase the
avai lability of information, research, and other materials;

h)y)) (d) Work with appropriate organi zations to informteachers,
district and school admnistrators, and school directors about the
wai vers available and the broadened school board powers under RCW
28A. 320. 015;

(()) (e) Provide training and consultation services, including
conducting regional summer institutes;

(({}) Address nethods for inproving the success rates of certain
ethnte—and—ractal—student—¢groups)) (f) ldentify strategies for

inproving the success rates of ethnic and racial student groups with
di sproportionate acadenm c achi evenent; and

(()) (9) Performother functions consistent with the purpose of
the center as prescribed in subsection (1) of this section.

(3) The superintendent of public instruction((,—after—ecoensultation
with the academ ¢ achievenent and accountability comm ssion,)) shal
sel ect and enploy a director for the center.

(4) The superintendent may enter into contracts with individuals or

organi zations including but not I|imted to: School districts;
educational service districts; educational organizations; teachers;
hi gher education faculty; institutions of higher education; state

agenci es; business or comunity-based organizations; and ot her
individuals and organizations to acconplish the duties and
responsibilities of the center. In carrying out the duties and
responsibilities of the center, the superintendent, whenever possible,
shall wuse practitioners to assist agency staff as well as assist
educators and others in schools and districts.
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(5) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
report to the legislature by Septenber 1, 2007, and thereafter
bi ennially, regarding the effectiveness of the center for inprovenent
of student learning, how the services provided by the center for
i nprovenent of student learning have been used and by whom and
recommendations to inprove the accessibility and application of
know edge and information that |eads to inproved student |earning and
greater famly and comunity involvenent in the public education

system

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The state board of education shall
establ i sh an education onbudsman for all common school students in this
st at e. The purpose of the education onbudsman is to provide
information to parents, students, and others regarding their rights and
responsibilities with respect to the state's public elenmentary and
secondary education system and to advocate on behal f of elenentary and
secondary students.

(2)(a) The state board of education shall conduct a request for
proposal s process and select the entity that will operate the education
onbudsman's program Entities eligible to apply for selection include,
but are not |limted:

(1) Education service districts;

(1i) Private, nonprofit educational organizations;

(ti1) Private, nonprofit conmunity-based organi zations; and

(1v) Federally recognized Indian tribes.

(b) Entities not eligible to serve as the educati on onbudsman are
school districts, schools, or the superintendent of public instruction,
or any enpl oyee of a school district, school, or the superintendent of
public instruction.

(3) The state board of education shall enter into a contract with
the entity selected pursuant to this section to establish and operate
t he education onmbudsman's program The term of any contract between
the state board of education and the entity selected shall not be
greater than two years and nay be renewed for terns of no |onger than
two years.

(4) The education onbudsman shall contract with educational service
districts, nonprofit education or community organi zations, or federally
recogni zed tribes to provide education onmbudsman services throughout
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the state. The education onbudsman shall del egate and certify regi ona
educati on onbudsnen. The education onmbudsman shall ensure that the
regi onal onbudsnen sel ected are appropriate to the community in which
t hey serve. The education onbudsman nmay not contract wth the
superintendent of public instruction, or any school, school district,
or current enployee of a school, school district, or the office of the
superintendent of public instruction for the provision of regional
onbudsman servi ces.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The education onbudsman shall have the
foll om ng powers and duti es:

(D) To develop parental i nvol venent material s, i ncl udi ng
instructional guides developed to inform parents of the essential
academ c learning requirenents required by the superintendent of public
i nstruction. The instructional guides also shall contain actions
parents may take to assist their children in neeting the requirenents,
and should focus on reaching parents who have not previously been
involved with their children's education;

(2) To provide information to students, parents, and interested
menbers of the public regarding this state's public elenentary and
secondary education system

(3) To identify obstacles to greater parent and comrunity
i nvol venent in school shared decision-naking processes and recomrend
strategies for helping parents and comrunity nenbers to participate
effectively in school shared decision-making processes, including
under st andi ng and respecting the rol es of school bui | di ng
adm ni strators and staff;

(4) To identify and recommend strategies for inproving the success
rates of ethnic and racial student groups wth disproportionate
academ c achi evenent;

(5 To refer conplainants and others to appropriate resources,
agenci es, or departnents;

(6) To facilitate the resolution of conplaints made by parents and
students with regard to the state's public elenentary and secondary
educati on system and

(7) To perform such other functions consistent with the purpose of
t he educati on onbudsman.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. (1) The educati on onbudsman and any regi onal
education onbudsnmen shall have training or experience or both in the
foll ow ng areas:

(a) Public education law and policy in this state;

(b) Dispute resolution or problemresolution techniques, including
medi ati on and negoti ati on; and

(c) Community outreach.

(2) The education onbudsnman may not be an enpl oyee of any schoo
district, the office of the superintendent of public education or the
state board of education while serving as an educati on onbudsman.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. (1) Neither the educati on onbudsman nor any
regi onal educational onmbudsnen are liable for good faith performance of
responsi bilities under this chapter.

(2) No discrimnatory, disciplinary, or retaliatory action may be
taken agai nst any student or enployee of any school district, the
of fice of the superintendent of public education, or the state board of
education, for any comunication nmade, or information given or
di scl osed, to aid the education onmbudsman in carrying out his or her
duties and responsibilities, unless the sane was done wthout good
faith or maliciously. This subsection is not intended to infringe upon
the rights of a school district to supervise, discipline, or termnate
an enployee for other reasons or to discipline a student for other
reasons.

(3) Al communications by the education onbudsnan or the
onbudsman's staff or designee, if reasonably related to the education
onbudsman's duties and responsibilities and done in good faith, are
privileged and that privilege shall serve as a defense to any action in
i bel or slander.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. The education onbudsman shall treat all
matters, including the identities of students, conplainants, and
i ndividuals fromwhominformation is acquired, as confidential, except
as necessary to enable the educati on onbudsnman to performthe duties of
the office. Upon receipt of information that by lawis confidential or
privileged, the onbudsman shall maintain the confidentiality of such
information and shall not further disclose or dissemnate the
i nformati on except as provided by applicable state or federal |aw
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. (1) Wen developing the request for
proposal s under section 3 of this act, the state board of education
shall confer wth each of the foll ow ng:

(a) The WAshington state comm ssion on Hi spanic affairs;

(b) The WaAshi ngton state comm ssion on African-Anerican affairs;

(c) The Washington state conmssion on Asian Pacific Anmerican
affairs; and

(d) The governor's office of Indian affairs.

(2) The state board of education may establish subcommttees as it
desires, and may invite nonnenbers to serve on these subconmttees to
provi de ongoi ng consultation to the onbudsman.

(3) Nonlegislative nenbers of the commttee shall be reinbursed for
travel expenses under RCW 43.03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. The state board of education shall advise
and make recomendations to the legislature and the governor
biennially. The state board of education shall provide a prelimnary
report to the legislature and the governor by Septenber 1, 2007.
Thereafter, the state board of education shall provide biennial reports
to the legislature and the governor regarding:

(1) How the education onbudsman's services have been used and by
whom

(2) Methods for the education onbudsman to increase and enhance
famly and community involvenent in public education;

(3) Recommendations to elimnate barriers and obstacles to
meani ngful famly and community invol venment in public education; and

(4) Strategies to inprove the educational opportunities for al
students in the state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 10. Sections 3 through 9 of this act are each
added to chapter 28A 300 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 11. |If specific funding for the purposes of
this act and section 2 of this act, referencing this act and section 2
of this act by bill or chapter nunmber and section nunber, is not
provi ded by June 30, 2006, in the ommi bus appropriations act, section
2 of this act is null and void."

Oficial Print - 7



ESHB 3127 - S COW AMD
By Commttee on Early Learning, K-12 & Hi gher Education

ADOPTED 03/ 02/ 2006

On page 1, line 1 of the title, after "education;" strike the
remai nder of the title and insert "anmendi ng RCW 28A. 300. 130; addi ng new
sections to chapter 28A. 300 RCW and creating new sections."”

~-- END ---
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